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	( Editorial
( Azusa Election 2005
On March 8th, 2005, Azusans will have a chance to elect a new Mayor and at least 2 City Council positions. It is vitally important that all of Azusa’s citizens get involved in order to ensure that our city continues to move in a forward direction.
I had the privilege to meet and speak with candidates for Mayor, City Council and City Treasurer recently at Mountain Cove’s Political Forum held in the lodge. It was great to be able to read questions to the candidates that were written by members of the audience and here the varied responses.
We are fortunate to have two excellent candidates for Mayor, and several well-qualified professionals seeking seats on the City Council. I feel that Azusa’s future is indeed a bright one as long as the people step forward and demand that our public servants abide by the will of the citizenry.

We get the government we deserve. When we are apathetic and uninspired, we fail our democratic process and it, in turn, fails us. After listening to some of the candidates, I was pleased to see that many of Azusa’s residents are not willing to sit back and rest on their laurels.

Our city is going through some growing pains, and the next City Council will be making difficult and challenging decisions, such as the future of the Azusa Gun Club, Vulcan Materials and other business interests. Also, they are faced with a populace that is becoming increasingly impatient with the slow wheels and gears of government. People are demanding a local government that is on the move, bringing businesses, progress and prosperity into Azusa.

One common theme in the forum was the idea of partnership with local agencies and organizations. But this partnership also needs the involvement of local citizens and grassroots activists to spur creativity, cooperation and innovation within the system that runs our town. 
Do you have the government you thing you deserve? If so, good for you and your involvement. If not, then get involved in your community and demand a better tomorrow for all of Azusa. Vote on March 8th!

Mark W. Martin, Editor

The Mountain Times
	( MC Emergency Notification
During the recent torrential storms, and rushing waters of the San Gabriel River, many of our residents were worried.  

Is San Gabriel Canyon Road going to be closed?  

Are the bridges to Mountain Cove safe?  

What is the water level in the dams?  

Should we be prepared to evacuate?  
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Many neighbors got the word that Mountain Cove was safe. Unfortunately, many did not!  Why? Because our emergency telephone notification system still has too many voids. For months, residents from many of the streets in Mountain Cove have volunteered to become Neighborhood Watch Captains.  The first order of business was to form an emergency notification system, aka a “Telephone Tree.”  That effort is continuing, but only with limited success.

In early January, the City of Azusa emergency personnel, knowing that we had established an emergency call system, and recognizing our unique position along the river, initiated a call to provide a report on the road and river condition.  Once notified, your Neighborhood Watch Captains and Co-Captains went into action. The City’s information was distributed, but only as far as the “telephone trees” branches would reach.  

Many, many homes were contacted… but too many were not. Do you want to have the latest information on situations in the community that might affect your family?   If you have not provided your number for the “Telephone Tree” you may not be told when an emergency exists. 

So, how do we solve this problem?  With involvement, your involvement! Besides being one of the first to be in “the know,” participating in our Neighborhood Watch Program is a terrific way to meet your neighbors. For more information on the “Telephone Tree” and the Neighborhood Watch Program, please call Pat Mallon at (626) 969-7491. Be in “The Know”!

	( Home Owner’s Association

For more info on the schedule for the HOA Meeting, contact Alia Navarro at (626) 339-4934 or alia@euclidmanagement.com.
___________________________________________

( Calendar
7th – Monday 7:00 am

First day to request Absentee Ballots

7th – Monday - 6:30 pm
City Council Meeting

14th – Monday 7:00 pm

Environmental Roundtable
15th – Tuesday 2:00 pm

Architectural Barriers Commission Meeting

16th – Wednesday 7:30 pm

Planning Commission Meeting

17th – Thursday 6:30 pm

Candidate Forum for Mayor and Treasurer

19th – Saturday 6:00 pm

Mariachi Festival

21st – Monday 7:00 am

Last day to register to vote

21st – Monday 7:00 am

City Hall Closed - Presidents' Day

22nd – Tuesday 6:30 pm

City Council Meeting

26th – Saturday 9:00 am

Azusa Bike Trail Extension

Please visit http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us/ for the latest Azusa Calendar Events & Details!
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	( Shoppe
( Rivas Cleaning Service
Rogelia Rivas, Owner and Operator of this fine housekeeping service has more than 20 years of experience in cleaning homes. She offers free estimates, and references are available. Mountain Cove residents get a discount! Contact Rogelia at (626) 334-7594 or (626) 664-2371.

___________________________________________
( Logos, Web Designs, Special FX
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Specializing in Business, Personal and Wedding Website Designs, and Special FX. Licensed in the city of Azusa, State of California. Owner June Matthews, who is also a resident of Mountain Cove, is offering a 10% Discount to any Mountain Cove Residents. Visit our Website, view our website designs, Or talk to our virtual staff - www.GraficaFX.com.
___________________________________________
( Melgar’s Window Service
Yes! We do windows… inside and outside. Upstairs and down. Now is a great time to get your windows washed. Experience in window cleaning at very affordable prices! Elvira & Federico Melgar. Call us today at (626) 357-8393 or (626) 825-0014.

___________________________________________

( Canyon City Dental Care

[image: image5.wmf]Take advantage of the Opening Special for our neighbors in Mountain Cove - $70 for an oral exam, digital x-rays and basic cleaning! Dr. Enoma Alade, DDS. 706 N. Azusa Avenue. (626) 334-7310.
___________________________________________

( Name A Star For Your Valentine!
Name a Real Star in the night sky for that someone special. It’s the perfect gift for birthdays, anniversaries or any special day. Star Deed is the gift that lasts beyond a lifetime. Visit www.stardeed.com today. Made in the USA!
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	( Wildlife Focus[image: image6.wmf]
( Bobcat
Lynx rufus (Felis rufus)
Description Tawny (grayer in winter), with indistinct dark spotting. Short, stubby tail, with 2 or 3 black bars and black tip above; pale or white below. Upper legs have dark or black horizontal bars. Face has thin, often broken black lines radiating onto broad cheek ruff. Ears slightly tufted. Male larger than female. L 28–49" (71–125 cm); T 4–7" (10–17 cm); HF 5 1/8–8 3/4" (13–22 cm); Wt 14–29 lb (6.4–13 kg).

Breeding Mates February–March; 1 (occasionally 2 in South) litter of 1–7 (usually 2 or 3) young born late April– early May.

Habitat Primarily scrubby country or broken forests—hardwood, coniferous, or mixed; also swamps, farmland, and rocky or brushy arid lands.

Range Spotty distribution from coast to coast, and from s Canada into Mexico. Probably most plentiful in Far West, from Idaho, Utah, and Nevada to Pacific Coast and from Washington to Baja California. Scarce or absent in much of Midwest.

Discussion Found only in North America, where it is the most common wildcat, the Bobcat gets its common name from its stubby, or "bobbed," tail. The animal spends less time in trees than the Lynx, resting by day in a rock cleft, thicket, or other hiding place, but is also an expert climber. Sometimes it rests on a boulder or a low tree branch, its mottled fur providing excellent camouflage; if hard-pressed, it will swim. The Bobcat’s home range varies in size with sex, season, and prey distribution and abundance.

	
	( World Cuisine

( Valentine Spinach Timbales
From www.recipezaar.com
How to say "I Love You" without even a card. Combine this with their favorite dinner and you have a winner. They look wonderful with the red heart smiling up at them. 6 servings. 1 hour 5 minutes, 20 minutes prep time.
Ingredients:
6 - 1 inch pieces sweet red peppers, cut into heart shaped

1¾ ounces spinach, steamed, drained, squeezed dry and chopped  

1 tablespoon butter or margarine  

¼  cup onions, chopped  

½  cup swiss cheese  

1/3  cup fresh breadcrumbs  

¼ teaspoon nutmeg  

1 dash cayenne  

3 eggs, beaten until blended  

¼ cup milk  

¼ cup cream (whipping or coffee cream)  

Preparation:

1. Heat oven to 350f.

2. Lightly oil six half-cup custard cups.

3. Place pimiento heart in bottom of cup, shiny side down. 

4. Melt butter in a skillet, medium heat, add onions cook about 5 minor until tender. 

5. Transfer onions to a bowl and stir in the cheese, breadcrumbs, nutmeg and cayenne. 

6. Add eggs, mix well. 


	( And Finally…
( Azusa Bike Trail Extension

From http://www.ci.azusa.ca.us

Come and join us when we celebrate the grand opening and ribbon cutting of the new Azusa Bike Trail Extension, Saturday, February 26 at 9:30 across from the US Forest Service entry station on Highway 39. If you would like to confirm your bike club’s attendance, please call Martin Quiroz at 626-812-5178. We look forward to riding with you.
( Spinach Timbales (Continued)
7. Warm the milk & cream in a small saucepan over low heat.

8. Slowly beat milk into the egg mixture. 

9. Stir in the spinach. 

10. Season to Taste. 

11. Spoon into the prepared molds. 

12. Place molds in an ovenproof dish and add water to come 1/2 way up ther sides of the molds. 

13. Bake about 35-40 minutes or until a knife comes out clean when inserted in the middle. 

14. Remove from water bath and let stand 5 minutes. 

15. Invert onto each plate being careful when removing the timbale not to break it. 

16. Serve immediately with your favorite Valentines dinner.


