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 Wildlife Focus
Western Black Widow
Latrodectus Hesperus
Most of you know that I’m a nature-loving, tree-hugging environmentalist at heart. But nothing creeps me out more than Black Widow Spiders, except maybe the combination of deep water and hungry great white sharks. Spiders in general are spooky enough as they stand, but these poisonous beauties give me the willies.
Description: Male 1/8" (3-4 mm), female 3/8" (8-10 mm). Black. Male's abdomen elongate with white and red markings on sides. Female's abdomen almost spherical, usually with red hourglass mark below or with 2 transverse red marks separated by black. Legs of male much longer in proportion to body than those of female. Spiderling is orange, brown, and white, gaining more black at each molt.

Warning: Of all spiders, the Black Widow is the most feared. The female's venom is especially poisonous to people.
Food: Insects of all sorts.
Web: Irregular mesh with a funnel-shaped retreat, built in sheltered spots.
Life Cycle: Female rarely leaves web, stays close to egg mass, biting defensively if disturbed. Pear-shaped egg sac, 3/8-1/2" (8-12 mm) wide, is pale brown. Female stores sperm, producing more egg sacs without mating. Spiderlings disperse soon after hatching. Some females live more than 3 years.

Habitat: Among fallen branches and under objects of many kinds, including furniture, outhouse seats, and trash.

Range: California, Texas, Oklahoma; most common in the South.
Discussion: Despite its reputation, this spider often attempts to escape rather than bite, unless it is guarding an egg mass. Males do not bite. After mating, the female often eats the male, earning the name "widow."
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Money down the Drain

And it’s not just money, either. It’s water and lots of it. Water is one of California’s most precious and wasted resources, so here is a money and H2O-saving tip. We found that with our home, it took quite a while for the warm water to get to some of the bathrooms. For one bathroom in particular, we had to run the water for several minutes before we got warm water. The solution: have the plumber install a recirculation system to your home. The programmable timer-run pump pushes warm water through your pipes during the times when you are going to use it. Also, they’ll add a few connections underneath your sinks. When you use your hot water during the active pump periods, it only takes one or two seconds to get nice, warm water.  Some plumbers do not know how to install a recirculation pump and may tell you that you that they need to tear through your walls, but this is simply not the case. We recommend using the same plumbing contractor that worked on Mountain Cove. They already understand our plumbing and their installation cost is fair when compared to other plumbers’ estimates. Our final cost was approximately $650. Contact Plumbing Concepts if you are interested at (714) 666-1886.
Mice! Mice! Mice!
by Lester Kau

I found field mice in my garage a few months ago. I love having animals in my yard, but I don't want them in my garage or house. I did some research on traps and found that most of them were cruel and/or messy. However, I did manage to find a very good humane trap, and have caught numerous garage mice since. The Pro-Ketch Trap has a plastic window at the top so that we know when a mouse has been captured. It’s easy to use, does not require any chemicals, and has no sharp parts so it’s kid and pet friendly. When a critter is caught, I just take it up into the hills and release it. This way, I'm allowing another creature to experience life a little longer. It's also helping to provide food for some of the other animals in the forest. It is a much better option than death by smashing, starving or poison. Those little creatures really do not deserve that. To clean the trap after it’s used, just spray it with water from a high pressure hose and let it dry in the sun. Afterwards, toss in a small piece of cheese, set the trap in your garage or other mouse-prone location, and you’re ready to go. For more info, just visit http://www.mtncove.com and click on the Pro-Ketch Mouse Trap link.
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Editorial
A Change of Venue
After 12 months of publishing the Mountain Times, we’ve come to a crossroads. When I first started this newsletter last year, it was a small endeavor with about 35 copies to be printed and hand delivered each month. And just less than a year later, it’s grown to 200 issues per month. We’ve also got a new web site at http://www.mtncove.com.

A number of good folks usually send me stories and information to help fill the pages, and for that, I am extremely grateful to them. But the process of printing the newsletter has steadily become a time consuming affair. It now takes more than 2 days to print out on a color inkjet printer, and costs just over $70 per month in paper and ink costs.

I certainly hope you enjoy reading the Mountain Times as much as I do writing it. I also hope that you find it entertaining, informative and useful afterwards as compost material or a lining for your hamster cage. In either case, I am (as you have probably already figured out) changing the format to not only save money but, in particular, time.

Our newsletter is now printed on a fast LaserJet, and we are using 100% Post Consumer recycled paper. So now, the Mountain Times is as good for the Earth as it is for your brain. Thanks for your support and we look forward to many more issues ahead!

M.W. Martin,

Editor-in-Chief
editor@mtncove.com
http://www.mtncove.com
Quote of the Month

“They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.” - Benjamin Franklin
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HOA Meeting Aug 4th, 6:30pm

Many residents in Mountain Cove have been concerned about the 5:30pm HOA meeting times. Numerous residents complained that they simply couldn’t manage to make it so early on a Monday night. After several emails and an informal meeting in the lodge, the Home Owners Association board has made a good compromise to extend the meeting start until 6pm. In addition, they will deal with the executive meeting agenda first, effectively extending the public residential meeting start time until approximately 6:30pm. This additional hour should allow more residents to make it to the meetings so that they can participate. Thanks especially to Mark Dickerson and Shelley Coolidge for their efforts!
School District Needs Help

by Barbara Dickerson

The Azusa USD is looking for volunteers to assist high school students with homework for one or two hours a week in the evenings at Azusa High.  Interested persons could contact Joseph Rocha, City Councilperson and teacher within the district at jrocha@ci.azusa.ca.us.

Architectural Resource

by Shelley Coolidge

I wanted everyone to know that Larry Onaga recently took photos of every home in Mountain Cove and put them on a disk. The disk is a resource for the outsourced architect, Euclid Management, and members of the architectural committee. This additional information will help with reviewing landscaping plans, as well as any other architectural issues. I know the project took a lot of his time and 

I wanted everyone to know about his hard work. Thanks Larry!
Mountain Cove Alert!

Sign up for email updates at www.mtncove.com.
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Life Begins At 95

by Paul Cassatt

Genevieve Ebersole, possibly the oldest resident in Mountain Cove, will celebrate her 95th birthday at the Lodge on August 2nd. When asked how she liked Mountain Cove, she stated that “it was just like starting a whole new life.” Her catered party will be enjoyed by many of her family and friends.

Monrovia Plan Presentation

by Mercedes Cortez

Please join me for dessert and coffee on Wednesday evening, September 10 from 7:30p – 9:00p at the Lodge at Mountain Cove. The Monrovia Nursery project will add value to Azusa and help improve the resale value of our community. We will soon see another new upscale community in Azusa. The 1,250-home Monrovia Nursery master planned community was designed by the award-winning Steve Kellenberg of Edaw.  The Plan was formulated with the participation of hundreds of Azusa residents.  A few of the amenities include:

All homes have been designed to allow a five-minute walk to a park or open space.
It includes numerous neighborhood parks, trails and a large arroyo running through the community.
 Architecture will be based on the heritage of Azusa, building on the great home designs dating back to the early 1900’s with Craftsman, Cottage, Spanish Colonial, and Traditional architecture.
The open space foothills will remain natural, with development on current nursery operations.
Miles Rosedale, Managing Director of the Nursery will be on hand to discuss the Plan and answer any questions you may have. You may also obtain additional information on the Plan by visiting the website at www.msnpazusa.com. Please let me know if you will be attending by emailing me at merc@proformaqualityprinting.com or you can leave a message at (626) 969-4242.
Home School Helpers

by Danny and Cindy Hamman

Home Schoolers… are you looking for FREE educational materials and California credentialed teacher support? If you are, please call us at (626) 812-6789. Thank you!
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Calendar
July - This Day in History

4th- Dom Perignon invents Champagne. (1693)

6th- Atom bomb is dropped on  Hiroshima, Japan by the U.S. (1945)

11th- The Beatles begin last US concert tour. (1966)

12th- US annexes Hawaii. (1898)

13th- Spanish defeat the Aztecs Indians and conquerors Mexico City. (1521)

14th- Japan surrenders, ending World War II. (1945)

16th- Gold is discovered in the Klondike. (1896)

23rd- The first picture of Earth from the moon is taken by Lunar Orbiter 1. (1966) 

24th- The infamous Mount Vesuvius eruption buries the city of Pompeii. (79)

Aug 13th – Lefty Day

Left Handers, also referred to as Southpaws, are the brunt of more than their share of jokes all year long. It ain't easy being a leftie. But those of us who are would have it no other way and are proud of it. The world is built for right handers. Examples are everywhere. In school, have you ever seen a left handed desk? Many left handed items cost more. Novelty coffee mugs are made with the picture or text for a right handed pick-up. Scissors are for right handers and so is the computer mouse! Did you Know? Right handed people operate in the left side of the brain. Left handed people use the right side. Therefore, only left handed people are in their right mind. Left Hander's certainly earned the right to have a day dedicated to them, and August 13th is it. So appreciate your left handed friends and loved ones. Remember, "Lefties have rights!"

Aug 14th – Marshmallow Day

During eleven out of the twelve months of the year, we enjoy a wide range of holidays. When we get to August, there is a major shortage of big holidays to celebrate. Perhaps that is why many Europeans take the month of August off for vacation. Perhaps it as just as well that there are no big holidays to compete with National Marshmallow Toasting Day. After all, how could any holiday compare with this day!?! Enjoy today or tonight by a campfire or bonfire, toasting a big, soft, sticky and sweet marshmallow, or two, or three, or….. Summer would not be the same without a campfire and this great campfire treat. Summer is short. Summer is good. So enjoy it while it is still here. Toast a marshmallow and forget about everything else.
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Not just for Breakfast
by Lester Kau

Unquestionably, Flappy Jack’s is the best place to go for breakfast. Their food that just screams quality, and everything that we have had there has been beyond good. One of my personal favorites is the pancakes with cherry sauce. After Flappy Jack’s, I don’t think I could ever go back to Denny’s again. Not that there’s anything wrong with Denny’s, this place is just on a whole other level of quality. They also have your usual lunch and dinner. Flappy Jack’s is located at 640 West Route 66, Glendora, CA 91740. Directions from Mountain Cove: Go South on San Gabriel, make a left on Sierra Madre Avenue, right on Citrus, and then a left on Route 66. The restaurant is on the right side of the street. FJ’s phone number is (626) 852-9444.

Nana’s Ice Creamery

by Shevonne Pedrozo

Summer is here… hot, hot, hot!! The owners of this joint, John and Carmen Eckert are kind enough to give our residents $1.00 off any ice cream you purchase. It is regularly $2.00 per 2 scoops, so that’s 50% off. Not even the heat can beat that. Everything is made on the premises including the cones. May I suggest the Stracciatella? It’s a wonderful chocolate chip ice cream with a vanilla base cream that’s not too sweet… just divine. Weight watchers, worry not! They also make soy and rice ice cream. I have had it myself and believe me, it’s good. Parents, please make sure that you have extra napkins in the car when you buy your kids the Blue Bubble Gum flavor. Nana’s is right on 505 North Azusa Avenue, just a few minutes from Moutnain Cove.
Taste of the Town
by Mercedes Cortez

The Azusa Chamber of Commerce along with Azusa Pacific University will be offering a unique dining experience- A Taste of the Town, with 30 restaurants expected to participate you will have the opportunity to sample 60 different tastes, pick up menus and relax to the sweet sounds of dinner music, stroll though the art galleries of APU or just sit quietly under the stars and munch! Only 500 tickets will be sold and they are going fast. The event is scheduled for Tuesday, October 7th from 5:00pm to 8:00 pm outside the Felix Event Center. Call the chamber today at (626) 334-1507 to get your tickets. For as little as $15.00 you can enjoy this new addition to Golden Days.
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Pet Sitter Wanted

A couple of residents have expressed an interest in someone to pet sit for them. This could be a valuable service for some young entrepreneur to follow up on. If interested, email the editor with a short notice and we’ll make sure to publish it in a future Mountain Times issue.

Music & Mayhem
Thanks to Kelly Andrews for the Info

For local fresh produce, food and fun, there are two great options nearby in Glendora and Monrovia. The free SummerScapes Family Concert Series is held Sundays at 6:30pm in Library Park on Myrtle Avenue in Monrovia. On Fridays from 5pm to 9pm, the city sports a great Farmers Market and Street Fair on Myrtle Avenue with booths that sport fresh summer fruits and veggies, local arts and crafts and other interesting and unusual goods.

Next door to Azusa, you can opt to visit Glendora for their free Concerts In The Park, also on Sundays starting at 6pm. They are held at Finkbinder Park. Just take Foothill east to Cullen, and the park is on the corner of Cullen and Dalton. Glendora’s Farmer’s Market is on Thursdays from 5:30pm to 9pm on Glendora Avenue, where you can enjoy more fresh produce, local crafts and entertainment. Farmers’ Markets are a great way to support local communities. Maybe Azusa will pick up on the success of these events and start their own Farmers Market or Concert Series… or both.
Kelly suggests that you bring a light dinner with you to picnic at the concerts. The Farmers Markets have plenty of food vendors to keep your stomachs and jaws busy for hours!
Child ID Kit
by M.W. Martin

I got a spam email regarding the Child Fingerprinting and DNA inclusive in one kit. Even though I don’t have a personal interest in this item, I thought perhaps some of the parents in Mountain Cove might find them useful. But the thought of supporting a spammer really turned by stomach, so I set off to find a source of kits from somewhere else. Happily, I discovered the KlaasKids Foundation. For more information and FREE Child ID Kits, please visit http://www.mtncove.com and select the KlassKids Foundation link.


