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Christmas Past
The 1st Annual Mountain Cove Holiday Party was a smashing success. I’d like to start by thanking all of the residents who dropped by the Lodge to meet their neighbors, munch cookies and spread some holiday cheer.
Special commendations go out to Barbara Dickerson, Julia Ciarfalia, Dianne Mallon & Alia Navarro, who did just about everything from  decorations, party reminders, the food drive, door prizes, and everything else that made this event so meaningful. The Eastland Center’s Starbuck’s donated delicious hot coffee and all the trimmings which went perfectly with the fantastic cookies that many brought for the Holiday Cookie Exchange.
Thanks to the good folks at Standard Pacific, Santa Claus made a special trip from the North Pole in nothing less than a police patrol car, sirens blazing and lights flashing. Since Santa’s sleigh was in the shop getting retrofitted for the long trip on December 24th, it was the job of the Azusa Police Department to make sure that he made it to the lodge safe and sound, so we salute our fine local police for their generous assistance.

All the children, young and old, had a chance to sit with Santa and have their picture taken, and the photos are available online at http://www.off-planet.com/times. Holiday goodie bags were passed out by Santa’s excellent little helper, Bride “Silly Elf” Mallon. Thank you Santa… and everyone else, for what is sure to become a Mountain Cove tradition. Happy New Year!

M.W. Martin,
Editor-in-Chief
editor@off-planet.com
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State of the Schools Address
The Azusa Chamber of Commerce invites you to attend the “State of the City, State of the Schools Address” on Tuesday, January 21st, 2003 at 8:00 pm. Speakers will include Azusa Mayor Cristina Cruz-Madrid and Azusa Unified School District Superintendent Rod Gaeta. The event will be held at

The Azusa Woman’s Club
1003 North Azusa Avenue

Azusa, California 91702

Sponsors include The Gas Company and Northrup Grumman. Due to limited seating, please call in your reservation on or before January 15th, 2003 to the Azusa Chamber at (626) 334-1507

Community Association Update by Alia Navarro

Reminder: Reservations for the Lodge are taken over the phone. However, the application must be submitted at least two weeks in advance to EMC. A $100.00 refundable deposit is required made payable to the Mountain Cove HOA. A $20 NSF charge will be applied to homeowners assessment account if the check does not clear the bank
Oh yes!!! We need volunteers to help with the lodge. Shelley Coolidge is sitting in as an interim key-holder; however, she already wears the Board Member & Architectural Committee hats. If we could get four people to serve as the Lodge Committee, they could coordinate with each other to determine who gets holds the keys to the community lodge on any given weekend.  It takes up weekend time and pays nothing, but imagine the status and gratification of your neighbors!

We currently have two volunteers, Mrs. Dickerson and Mrs. Esslinger, but we need at least two more. The plan is to have a four-member committee with one person as the main contact that I can mail the applications to. If you can help or if you know someone who can, please email me at alia@euclidmanagement.com with the details. Your help is appreciated, as always.
Christmas Carolers Strike! by anonymous witness
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On Monday, December 23rd, 2002, at approximately 6:00pm Pacific Time, Mountain Cove was raided by a marauding band of Christmas Carolers who aimlessly roamed the streets, singing seasonal favorites, cajoling and laughing all the way. Although nobody was seriously injured, most of the wildlife in the area is still in hiding for fear of their lives. Many of the residents managed to peek out of doors and windows as the rabble moved from one home to another; still others remained indoors until the danger had passed.

[image: image11.wmf]
They drifted throughout the night without regard to life or limb, and after a couple of hours of this unruly behavior, Jack Frost began nipping at already chilled noses. The relentless cold finally hit home on the riverfront, forcing the wandering troubadours indoors for hot spiced cider, cookies and a warm hearth. All-in-all, a truly festive time was had by all, and the annual Christmas Carol is sure to become a treasured holiday tradition for all of Mountain Cove… like it or not!
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  January’s Calendar
1st
4th
6th
15th
26th
New Year’s Day
Trivia Day

Three King’s Day

MLK’s Birthday

Australia Day
Old New Year’s
Egypt – Long ago in ancient Egypt, New Year was celebrated at the time the River Nile flooded, near the end of September. The flooding of the Nile was very important because without it, the people would not have been able to grow crops in the dry desert. At New Year, statues of the god, Amon and his wife and son were taken up the Nile by boat. Singing, dancing, and feasting were done for a month, and then the statues were taken back to the temple.

Babylonia - Babylonia lay in what is now the country of Iraq. Their New Year was in Spring. During the festival, the king was stripped of his clothes and sent away, and for a few days everyone could do just what they liked. Then the king returned in a grand procession, dressed in fine robes. Then, everyone had to return to work and behave properly. Thus, each New Year, the people made a new start to their lives.

Roman Empire - For a long time the Romans celebrated New Year on the first of March. Then, in 46 BC, the Emperor Julius Caesar began a new calendar. It was the calendar that we still use today, and thus the New Year date was changed to the first day of January. January is named after the Roman god Janus, who was always shown as having two heads. He looked back to the last year and forward to the new one. The Roman New Year festival was called the Calends, and people decorated their homes and gave each other gifts. Slaves and their masters ate and drank together, and people could do what they wanted to for a few days.

Europe - The Celts lived in Gaul, now called France, and parts of Britain before the Romans arrived. Their New Year festival was called Samhain, or “Summer’s End”, and took place at the end of October. The Celts gathered mistletoe to keep ghosts away, believing this was the time when the dead returned to haunt the living.
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   Local Events

Merc’s Messages by Mercedes Cortez
Happy New Year!!!! I hope one of your resolutions was to stay involved or become involved in the community as well as the city activities. I know we would like to have a grocery store here in Azusa and the city is hoping to have one built in the Foothill Shopping Center. The following dates are for meetings we, as residents need to attend to make our voice heard.

February 10th- Joint Planning Commission/ City Council Workshop

Feb 26- Planning Commission Meeting

March 17- City Council Meeting #1

April 17- City Council Meeting # 2

Hands Across Azusa- On Sunday, January 19th the city will be holding the 2nd Annual Hands Across Azusa Event. This event drew over 1000 people last year and I can say it was one of the most memorable events I have ever had the privilege to attend. . The event is to envision, honor and commit to the values of justice, equity, and safety. This year the Theme is “Imagine the Dream, Live the Dream Today. “  One of the special guests will be Cesar Chavez’s granddaughter reading a telegram that Martin Luther King Jr. sent to Cesar Chavez during his first public fast in 1968. Even though they were  separated by 1000’s of miles they were united in their search for social and economic justice. I hope you and your family will be able to attend from 2 pm to 4 pm in front of City Hall.

Web Connection by Adrian Dacanay
Featured Site: http://www.enature.com
[image: image12.wmf]Enature is a fantastic web site for wildlife and nature lovers of all ages. The site is packed with information on wildlife and habitats of every sort. What sets enature.com apart from many other sites of the same type is its local wildlife lists. All you do is enter your zip code and enature will show you information and pictures of animals that live in your neck of the woods, including birds, mammals, insects and more. You can even keep track of the flora and fauna you see.
The site is extremely easy to use, and has helpful hints on bird watching, local field guides, free e-cards, newsletters and expert help on any subject on the wild kingdom. Best of all, enature.com is free of charge!
Web Connection features a useful family-friendly web site each month. If you have a site you’d like featured, just email the details to editor@off-planet.com and we’ll look it over.
[image: image7.wmf]  Bulletin Board
Baby New Year
Steve and Kelli Andrews would like to introduce Lauryn's  baby  brother Austin James, born on November 5th 2002 at 8:41pm. Austin weighed in at 9 pounds, 6 ounces and was 22" in length. Welcome to Mountain Cove, Austin!

Book Club
Barbara Dickerson has had a good response for her book club. Call her at (626) 812-9872 for more information about joining, meeting times and so on. It’s your brain… use it or lose it!
Reminder…

If you have an announcement or important information you’d like your neighbors to know about, send us the information for publication in the Bulletin Board.
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 Cook’s Corner
Neujahrspretzel
Neujahrspretzel is German for New Year’s Pretzel, a holiday desert traditionally served on New Year’s Day!
Ingredients:
2 cups milk

½ cup butter or margarine

2 packets yeast, Active, Dry

2 teaspoons salt

½ cup sugar

7 cups flour, Unbleached 

2 large eggs

1 cup confectioners' sugar

water  

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

¼ cup almonds, Chopped
Preparation:

1. Heat milk and butter to 125 F.

2. Mix yeast, salt, sugar, and 1 c. flour.  

3. Slowly beat into warm milk for 2 minutes

4. Add eggs and 1 cup of flour, beating for an additional 2 minutes.  

5. Add enough flour to form a soft dough, kneading until smooth and elastic, about 5 minutes.

6.  Place dough in a greased bowl and let rise in a warm place until doubled in bulk, about 1 hour.  

7. Punch dough down and let rise again until doubled, about 1 hour.
8. Divide dough in half.
9. Shape pretzel as follows: Roll dough into a rope about 30 inches long and ½ inches in diameter.  

10. Cross the ends leaving a large loop in the center.  

11. Flip loop back onto crossed ends to form a pretzel.  

12. Repeat with remaining dough.  

13. Place pretzels on greased baking sheets and let rise 15 minutes more.  

14. Bake at 375 degrees F for 25 to 30 minutes or until golden brown.  

15. Cool on wire racks.  

16. Mix confectioners' sugar, water and vanilla to form a thin icing.
17. Spread icing on pretzels and sprinkle with chopped almonds. [image: image13.wmf]
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Howling at the Moon!
I’m sure I am not the only one who has heard the mysterious and often haunting song of a pack of coyotes in the middle of the night. These beautiful animals are just another important part of our local ecosystem, and add to the charm and uniqueness that is Mountain Cove.

[image: image15.wmf]Coyote is the common name for a carnivore now widespread in North America and closely related to the wolf, and is a member of the Dog family. The coyote has erect, pointed ears; a long snout; and green, wolf-like eyes. Its body is 2.5 to 3.3 feet long, not including the tail, which is usually12 to 16 inches in length. The thick coat and prominent bushy tail have black-tipped guard hairs; the inner fur varies greatly, from the reddish-blond of arid-zone coyotes to the light gray of coyotes in northern forests.

Coyotes are most active at night, when they emit their characteristic sharp barks and prolonged howls; they are also active at dawn and dusk. Usually they hunt singly or in relays with others rather than in packs. They subsist on carrion, birds, large insects, and rodents, and can reach speeds of more than 40 miles per hour when running down animals such as rabbits. Coyotes also prey on unprotected sheep and occasionally on weakened deer. Females come into heat once a year, from late January to early March; following a two-month gestation period, they bear 2 to 12 pups. The pups are tended by both parents, and by autumn they weigh 20 pounds and can fend for themselves. Coyotes probably mate for life, though it is uncertain.

Coyotes range from Panama to the North Slope of Alaska. By the late 1970s their eastern expansion had reached the Atlantic seaboard, and they are now found in every state except Hawaii. The eastern coyote, which is darker and one-fourth again as large as the western coyote, is considered a subspecies. It has become so abundant that it has appeared in suburban areas of New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania. To explain this sudden expansion, some specialists have theorized that eastern coyotes were once natives of the region and that they reemerged from remote wilderness areas after the reforestation of the eastern states. Others have theorized that the animals arose from the western coyote, which migrated east, interbred with small wolves, and produced a larger subspecies. Coyotes also breed with feral dogs to produce “coydogs,” which, however, breed at inopportune seasons and soon die out.

Attempts have been made to exterminate coyotes by poisoning and hunting, especially in sheep-farming lands in the southwestern United States, but these efforts have had limited success due to the coyote’s wariness and its ability to retreat and adapt to inhospitable regions. Opponents of these measures argue that without the predation of coyotes, populations of such rodents as jackrabbits  and mice quickly swell and consume large amounts of rangeland vegetation intended for sheep.

Because coyotes are not aggressive with human beings, they are usually not known to attack or harm people. However, as always, you should avoid contact with any wild animals to ensure both your safety and theirs. Coyotes have been known to prey on smaller animals, so it’s wise to keep smaller pets such as rabbits, little dogs and cats in a fenced location, particularly after dark when coyotes are on the prowl…
Excerpts from "Coyote," Microsoft® Encarta® Online Encyclopedia 2002
http://encarta.msn.com © 1997-2002 Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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For questions, comments or article contributions please email the Editor at

editor@off-planet.com or visit our website at http://www.off-planet.com/times



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































