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Navarrete Tax Consulting
Let us assist you with Income Tax Return Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, C Corporations, Limited Liability Companies and S Corporations. Electronic filing is available for federal and state Individual tax returns (not available until the fist week in March, sorry). For timely, professional and reliable tax return preparation, please contact:

Mary Navarrete Bermudez, CPA

35 Mountain Laurel Way

(626) 969-1505

Mountain Cove residents receive a special first time discount. All information is confidential. Appointments available.
Melgar’s House Cleaning Services

Experience in cleaning at affordable prices!
Elvira Melgar & Federico Melgar

Phone: (626) 357-8393      cell: (626) 825 0014

 The Nail Spas - $2.00 Off

Any of the following Services:

· Spa Manicure & Pedicure

· Acrylic Nails & Pedicure

· Silk & Pedicure

· Gel & Pedicure (Laser, Crystal, Diamond)

· Bikini, Legs, Arms, Face or Back Wax
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Call (626) 815-1633

5565 N. Azusa Ave • Azusa, Ca 91702
Coupon cannot be combined with any other coupons or offers. Coupon valid from Monday through Saturday.

Offer Expires April 30th, 2004
.
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Calendar & Events
March HOA Meeting

The next Maintain Cove Home Owners Meeting will be held at the lodge on Monday, March 1st at 6pm. Azusa Police Department representatives will be there at 6pm sharp!
Upcoming City Events
· 3/1 
Monday, 7:30pm – Azusa City Council & Redevelopment Meeting, Azusa Auditorium
· 3/7 Sunday, 3:00pm – Monrovia Nursery Project Q&A at the Mountain Cove Lodge

· 3/15 
Monday, 7:30pm – Azusa City Council & Redevelopment Meeting, Azusa Auditorium
· 3/20 Sunday, 3:30pm – Spring Festival Community Planning Meeting
· 3/22 
Monday, 6:30pm – Utility Board, Azusa Light & Water Conference Room
Save This Date!

Barbara Dickerson, Ph.D. and Outreach Coordinator for Arizona State University will be conducting a seminar on Sunday, March 14th, 2004 in the Mountain Cove Lodge. The event is titled “How Early is Too Early to Plan for College?” and is a must for those who wish to reach for higher education. General topics will be covered including Admissions, Financial Aid and more. Seating is limited, so please contact Barbara at (626) 812-9872 for more information.
Name A Star For Someone Special!

Name a Real Star in the night sky for that someone special. It’s the perfect gift for birthdays, anniversaries or any special day. Star Deed is the gift that lasts beyond a lifetime! Visit www.stardeed.com today!
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This newsletter is a free service for the people of Mountain Cove.
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Editorial
THE FUTURE OF AZUSA

One of the reasons we initially chose to move to Mountain Cove was because we saw a city, Azusa, on the verge of major changes for the better. We see a lot of potential for Azusa to become a great city. We could have moved to another city that is already nice, such as Glendora, but we felt that our tax dollars would do more good in a city that needed some big improvements and appeared ready to do so.

We sincerely hope that the Monrovia Project will get approved in the May election, which could result in major investments in local shopping, a decrease in local poverty, and big improvements in school ratings. 

The current plan is the second attempt for the Monrovia Nursery Project. The first plan, with over 2,000 homes, was rejected by the people of Azusa. This second generation, created with the input of the Azusa Citizens Congress, has only 1,250 homes. We have been told that there will not be a third attempt if this plan does not get approved. The failure of the Monrovia Project would most likely result in the land being sold off in a piece-meal fashion instead of becoming a beautiful and high-quality master planned community. 

It is up to the citizens of Azusa to decide in the May 4th election if they want to live in a city that continues to stagnate. There exists a group of outspoken local citizens, lead by Mayor Madrid, that does not want to see Azusa progress. Many of these folks seem to live awfully close to the nursery property. What could their motives be?
Please learn as much as you can about this issue. There is a meeting in the Mountain Cove Lodge on March 7th, at 3pm, where you can ask any questions and educate yourself about the truths and myths behind the Monrovia Nursery Project.
M.W. Martin,

Editor-in-Chief
editor@mtncove.com
http://www.mtncove.com
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Disaster Response Committee

The City of Azusa is required by the State to create a city wide disaster response plan this year. This plan will determine what needs to be done in the event of an emergency. We need to make sure that Mountain Cove is part of this plan so that we’ll have due influence and understanding of what must be done. We need enough volunteers to make sure that at least one person from Mountain Cove can attend every meeting. The city is limited on time, and we must make sure that the plan is done correctly for our area. What if our bridges get destroyed in an earthquake or a major rock slide blocks San Gabriel Canyon Road? What about a fire or flood?

Please Volunteer for the Mountain Cove Disaster Response Committee! The only requirement is that you care about the safety of your family and neighbors. If you are not able to make some of the meetings, that is fine. If we do not get enough volunteers, we might not be represented properly in an emergency, and that would be a real disaster. For info, email Mercedes at merc@proformaqualityprinting.com.

Mountain Cove Social Committee

Mission Statement: To create, plan, coordinate and facilitate socially sound events in Mountain Cove for all residents to enjoy.

Vision Statement: The Mountain Cove Social Committee strives to solicit volunteerism within the community, allowing residents opportunities to get to know each other. Fostering a close-knit community will result in a higher quality of life by giving residents an old-fashioned sense of neighborhood. Getting to know all of your neighbors creates an excellent neighborhood watch system, builds opportunities for long-standing community and social bonds, and ultimately results in a healthy balance of safety and a deep sense of belonging. 

Next Meeting: Sunday, March 20th, 3:30pm - Spring Festival Community Planning Meeting at the Lodge. Please mark your calendars, and everyone is welcome!
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Vote At The Lodge - May 4th Election

It is official! The Lodge will be the official polling place for Mountain Cove residents during the May 4th election. We need three volunteers for this location on May 4th. A nominal fee is paid to each volunteer for their service. Thank you Mark Dickerson for putting this together. To volunteer, please contact Mark Dickerson at 626-812-9872. Thank you!

Their Bark is Worse than Their Bite…
by Sherri Michaelson

My neighbors, Sara, Geof, Lisa, Patricia, Betsy and I do nothing but complain to each other mostly about all the barking dogs on our street. How inconsiderate these "Parents of the Dogs" are to us and others around, whether if it is 5:30am when the garage door goes up or 11pm at night. It just doesn’t seem to matter! We will be bringing this up at the next HOA meeting. Please come and show your support!
Homework House’s 2nd Annual
Auction and Dessert Tickets

March 19th, 2004, 7pm
Please come and support this important annual fundraiser for Homework House. A few of the auction items include: 
· 4 round trip tickets to New York city, 4 tickets to the Lion King, 2 nights hotel stay

· 2 round trip tickets to Honolulu, 2 night stay at the Renaissance Ilikai Hotel

· Garden Potting Hutch, Antiques & More!
Enclosed is a check payable to “Our Neighborhood Homework House” for _____ tickets x $15 per ticket, for a total of $_________. Please mail or respond before March 12.

Mail to: Our Neighborhood Homework House, PO Box 0993, Azusa, CA 91702. This event will be held on the APU West Campus in the Heritage Café. Signs and attendants will direct you upon arrival. If you are unable to attend, please consider mailing a tax deductible donation. All proceeds go directly to benefit Homework House: www.neighborhoodhomeworkhouse.org

	Mountain Cove’s Web Site
Have you checked out www.mtncove.com  recently? Some residents have told us that they did know that the community has a web site. We have added tons of resources and information that all residents of Mountain Cove and Azusa need to know. It is important to check it out every once in a while. We often get very important information that does not make it into the newsletter because the newsletter had already been sent out. When this happens, we put this information on the web site and also send it to residents that are on the Mountain Cove Alerts email list. If you have not joined the email list yet, please do so by entering your email address on the main page of the web site, near the bottom right. The web site even has a new message board where you can discuss local issues with other Mountain Cove residents. Please take a few moments to visit the Mountain Cove community web site at http://www.mtncove.com. Thank you!
AUSD Schoolyard News
Kathleen Miller, AUSD


The Gladstone High School Academic Decathlon Team captured 2nd place in the region and 15th place in Los Angeles County.  In addition, students captured 24 medals and their coach Anna Kwak was named Coach of the Year. 

Students compete in ten events that test knowledge in the areas  of art, economics, essay  writing, interviews, language and literature, math, music, social science, speech and the Super Quiz. “Gladstone is to be commended on its outstanding achievement.  Each year, the Gladstone High Team has moved up in the rankings.  We are extremely proud of these students and their coach,”   said Superintendent Rod Gaeta.

Members of the team include Daniel Morales, Philip Petersen, Florenz Asucan, Amanda Smith, Stephanie Roldan, Marianna Ocampo, Mike Gonzlez, Jesus Mendoza and Philip Weniger.

Anna Kwak from Gladstone High School was selected as one of ten nominees for “Educator of the Year” from Region 8 of the California League of High Schools. For the last seven years, Ms. Kwak has taught algebra and trigonometry at Gladstone. She also coaches the school’s Academic Decathlon Team. Earlier this year, she was named Azusa Unified School District’s Teacher of the Year. The California League of High Schools was created 14 years ago to improve education.  To be nominated for the award, teachers  must demonstrate  leadership skills  and motivate students from adverse backgrounds. 
Ms. Kwak will be recognized at the 2004 Educator of the Year Banquet in March in Los Angeles.
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World Cook’s Corner

by Julia Ciarfalia 
Colcannon
For centuries, this traditional southern Irish potato dish has remained popular. Studded with Chopped cabbage and onion, it’s absolutely irresistible. It’s particularly well suited served piping hot on a cold and rainy night. This wonderful, tasty and healthy recipe is a creation from our Julia. Not to be confused with Julia Child, who comes to Ms. Ciarfalia for advice and support. Enjoy!
Ingredients

1 pound potatoes, peeled and sliced

[image: image12.wmf]2 med. turnips, peeled and sliced

2 med. leeks, greens & whites

1 cup milk

1 pound cabbage

½ tsp mace

2 large garlic cloves

1 tsp salt

½ tsp pepper

2 tbsp butter

1 bunch chopped green onions

Preparation

1. Cook the potatoes and turnips in water until tender.

2. While these are cooking, chop leeks and simmer in the milk until soft.

3. Cook the cabbage.

4. Drain the potatoes and turnips

5. Season with mace, garlic, salt and pepper, and beat well.
6. Add the cooked leeks and milk.

7. Chop the cabbage and blend it into the mixture along with the butter and green onions.

8. The texture should be that of smooth buttery mashed potatoes with well distributed pieces of leek and cabbage. 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Q. Why can’t you borrow money from a leprechaun?

A. Because they’re always a little short!

Q. How can you tell if an Irishman is having fun?

A. He’s Dublin over with laughter!

Q. What’s Irish and stays out all night?

A. Patty O’furniture!
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Barn Owl
Tyto alba

Description 18" (46 cm). W. 3' 8" (1.1 m). Crow-sized. Buff-brown above and white below, with heart-shaped face and numerous fine dark dots on white underparts; dark eyes, long legs.

Voice Hissing notes, screams, guttural grunts, and bill snapping. Young give rapid grackle-like clicks.

Habitat Open country, forest edges and clearings, cultivated areas, and cities.

Nesting 5-10 white eggs on bare wood or stone in buildings, hollow trees, caves, or even in burrows.

Range Resident from southern British Columbia, Dakotas, Michigan, and southern New England southward. Also in South America and Old World.

Discussion This nocturnal ghost of a bird frequents such places as belfries, deserted buildings, and hollow trees. It hunts its food -- almost entirely rodents -- in garbage dumps, neglected cemeteries, run-down farms, and empty lots in large cities. In the glare of auto headlights, a flying Barn Owl looks snow white and so is often mistaken for a Snowy Owl. Barn Owls are effective mousers and take many rats. Owls do not digest fur and bone but periodically rid themselves of these in the form of regurgitated pellets. Barn Owl pellets are easily collected from roosts and can be a useful source of information about the small mammals in an area. Contrary to popular belief, owls see well by day, but their large eyes do give them especially good night vision. Experiments have shown, however, that Barn Owls depend on keen hearing to locate their prey. These owls appear to practice birth control: When food is scarce they lay fewer eggs or may not breed at all.
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