
	[image: image12.wmf] Wildlife Focus
American Badger
Taxidea taxus
Description Flattish body, wider than high, with short, bowed legs. Shaggy coat grizzled gray to brown. Short, bushy, yellowish tail. Face dark brown or black with white cheeks; narrow white stripe runs from above nose over head to nape. Snout pointed and slightly upturned. Ears small. Feet dark, with large foreclaws. Male larger than female. L 20 –34”; T 3 7/8 –6 1/4"; HF 3 1/2–5 1/8"; Wt 7 7/8–25 lb.
Warning The badger usually avoids human contact but is very capable of defending itself against a human if harassed.

Similar Species Wolverine is larger, bulkier, and browner, and lacks facial stripes.

Breeding Mates July–August; implantation delayed until February. Litter of 1–5 young born March–April. Well furred but blind at birth, the young are weaned by June.

Habitat Open plains and prairies, farmland, and sometimes edges of woods.

Range Western U.S. east to e Texas, Oklahoma, n Missouri, n Illinois, n Indiana, and n Ohio; north to se British Columbia, much of Alberta, s Manitoba, and s Saskatchewan. Range appears to be increasing.

Discussion This powerful burrower is nocturnal but often active by day, waddling about and occasionally moving at a clumsy trot. Its home range varies from about 590 to 4,200 acres. The home range of the male is larger and encompasses the ranges of several females. Although primarily terrestrial, the American Badger swims and dives, and on hot days sprawls in shallow water to cool off. It buries its droppings and cleans itself frequently, swallowing loose hair licked from its coat. Although the badger does not hibernate, it may become torpid in the coldest part of winter, remaining in a nest chamber deep within its burrow for several days or weeks. Adapted to feed mainly on small burrowing mammals, especially ground squirrels, pocket gophers, rats, and mice, which it usually digs out of the ground, a badger can destroy the burrows of an entire  ground squirrel  colony.  This carnivore often
	forages by visiting its abandoned dens, as potential prey will frequently use them, and it may dig up hibernating animals. Fond of rattlesnake meat, the badger is evidently unharmed by the venom unless the snake strikes its nose. The American Badger also eats invertebrates, birds, reptiles, and carrion; it buries surplus meat for future use.

Burrows or dens are central to the badger’s existence; it uses its many dens for sleeping, giving birth, and food storage. An active badger uses different dens nearly every day, except when young are present. Dens have one entrance, with a pile of dirt just outside that may serve as a latrine area. The entrance may be plugged during the coldest part of winter.
[image: image1.wmf]Except during mating and rearing of young, the American Badger is solitary. Males and most females do not mate until the second year, though a few females become pregnant as juveniles (4 to 5 months). The young disperse in late summer. Because the badger is a formidable adversary, few animals will attack it. Its thick fur, loose, tough hide, and heavy neck muscles protect it as it bites, claws, and exudes a skunk-like musk, all the while snarling, squealing, growling, and hissing. Despite such ferocity, it seldom picks a fight, preferring to retreat if necessary.
A poor runner, the badger will back into a nearby burrow and face its tormentor with its sharp teeth and strong claws; once inside, it plugs the entrance hole. If no burrow is available as refuge, it may dig one, showering dirt in the face of its attacker, and excavating so quickly that it can outpace a person digging with a shovel. The American Badger probably got its common name from the white, badge-like mark on its forehead. In Europe it was once considered sport to bait badgers, and the verb "to badger," meaning to tease, annoy, or persecute, derives from that cruel practice. Badger hair is used to make paintbrushes, and the coarse bristles were once used in shaving brushes. Although their excavation activity can pose hazards for hoofed animals, badgers are valuable in controlling rodent populations in agricultural areas.
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Editorial
Meetings Galore
So many meetings, so little time. October has been a beehive of activity both in the Lodge and at the beautiful home of Mark and Barbara Dickerson this month. Thanks for facilitating!
We started off with a rather uneventful HOA meeting on the 6th. The attendance was fair, but with so many homeowners now living here, it was a bit disappointing. Did you know that the meeting date is always printed on the bottom of your HOA bill? There’s really no reason to say that you didn’t know about the HOA meeting, so please show up.
On October 23rd, a meeting was held regarding the Utility Bill problem that has frustrated many homeowners. Thanks to Diane Chagnon, there is now a proposal before the utility board that will reduce the fee to residents who currently pay over $57 per month for their water meter rental. It is obvious that the people running the city take the residents of Mountain Cove very seriously. Thank you for your support Diane.
The Dickersons sponsored a meeting at their home on the 26th with Burke Hamilton, an experienced scholar and a gentleman, who is running for the Azusa School Board on November 4th. The two other candidates were also invited, but did not make the commitment. This speaks volumes to me. Nevertheless, Burke was undeterred by some very daunting questions from the residents, and his answers reflected a refreshing honesty, determination and understanding often lacking in politics today. The Mountain Times supports the election of Burke Hamilton for the Azusa School Board. Good luck Burke!
M.W. Martin,

Editor-in-Chief
editor@mtncove.com
http://www.mtncove.com
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Azusa’s Schools Improve
by M.W. Martin
The meeting of the AUSD Superintendent and his senior staff members on October 27th was quite informative. Thanks to Mark and Barbara Dickerson for hosting, and thanks to all of those who took the time and effort to attend.

Most surprising were the AUSD statistics shared with the residents. These included a purported graduation rate of 94.6%, a drop out rate of 1.2% and an attendance rate of 96%. All of these statistics beat State and County rates. The entire handout is posted online at www.mtncove.com. It does appear that the school district suffers the same problems that the city does: an undeservedly bad reputation. 
The questions from the audience were many, and most were answered to their satisfaction, except perhaps for one: The infamous “Why Can’t We Get Bus Service?” query. When asked this question, we were, in a nutshell, told that policy wouldn’t allow it. Whenever someone quotes policy, it makes me want to roll up that policy and whack them upside the head. Policies, like rules, were meant to be broken… or at least amended.
The AUSD had years to figure out how to spend our 1.8 million dollars to improve Azusa’s schools, but couldn’t set aside time to make an amendment to policy. There is already bus service below the canyon, and a bus does indeed go right past Mountain Cove. We were then told that there would be scheduling difficulties. How long does it take to pick up some kids at a bus stop? Perhaps getting up 10 minutes earlier is too much to ask the driver? I think not. This issue, by any means, is not over.
HOA Meeting

The next Mountain Cove HOA meeting will be Monday, November 3rd at 6:30pm. See you there…
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We Have The Power:

The Mountain Cove Voting Block

by Lester Kau

Less than 2,000 residents in Azusa voted in the last city election. With over 600 Mountain Cove adult residents as prospective voters, we can force Azusa to move in a direction that will ensure that this city becomes one of the best in Southern California. To do this, the first step is to create a Mountain Cove Voting Block for local issues ranging from budgetary matters to school policy.
By creating a voting block, we can encourage the elected officials to make changes to our city and school district that are necessary for Azusa to grow to its full potential. Such a block will give us the power and influence we need to bring about positive developments, but we can only do this if we all work together and stay informed.
Every resident in Mountain Cove that is 18 or older needs to make sure that they fill out a voter registration card with their Azusa address in order to vote on local issues. To get a form, you can print one out on your computer printer from the internet at: http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/english.pdf
Other options to get a form include calling 1-800-345-VOTE. You can also pick up a form at Post Offices, public libraries, city halls or Department of Motor Vehicles offices. There is no time to procrastinate, so please take a few minutes to do this right now and become a catalyst of change and execute your rights as a citizen of Azusa. Thank you very much!
Elf Shenanigans!
The 2nd Annual Mountain Cove Holiday Party and Santa Clause Cookie Swap will be held on Friday, December 5th, from 6pm until nobody is left standing. There will be more details in the December Mountain Times, but in  the mean time we need contributions to help pay for a permanent Santa suit so we don’t have to rent one in the future. If more money is raised than needed, it will go towards decorations and other party related items for the entire community. Please mark your calendar and bring your contribution to 21 Mountain Laurel. We appreciate your help so much!


	Merc’s Messages

by Mercedes Cortez

Lets Talk Food! I hope all of you got to attend at least a couple of the events during the week of Golden Days here in Azusa. If you didn’t, mark your calendar now for next year as the Golden Days Parade will be on Saturday October 9th and all the great food events will be the week of October 2nd until the 9th. I have to say without bragging that the Azusa Chamber of Commerce and Azusa Pacific University hosted the newest and best-attended food event of the week. We had 19 restaurants and everyone raved about the food and the large size portions that were served. For $15.00 for adults and $7.50 for children it is a must attend event! The event was held at APU and included music under the stars, tours of the art galleries and even a silent auction. 

Also held during Golden Days Week is the Tamale Dinner held at Azusa Women’s Club, we all drive right by on our way home as we travel up Azusa Avenue. For just $8.00 you receive 2 large tamales, rice, beans, a green salad and a drink. Deserts were available for just an additional $1.00, too good to miss next year!

Restaurant Haunt

by Mercedes Cortez
Now that I have whet your appetite I will tell you about a great new restaurant here in Azusa, located in the Edgewood Shopping Center, at the corner of Gladstone and Azusa Avenue, it’s the Chinese Buffet.

I have to admit that if Joe Hsu, Director of Azusa Light & Water, hadn’t recommended it I probably would have never tried it… but it was incredible! Lots of great Chinese food, all the usual suspects and lots more! We had a feast of stuffed shrimp, oysters on the half shell, crab legs, and topped it off with the Mongolian Barbeque.  They even offer pizza and french fries just in case your little ones aren’t fans of Chinese food yet.  The price is a true bargain at $8.99 per adult. Enjoy!
Being Homeless is the Pits…

Alia Navarro is still trying to find a home for a baby female pit bull (mix?) that she rescued a few weeks ago. If you are interested or want more information, please contact her at prettypuppies@aol.com
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November
This Day in History…

2- Peter the Great becomes Emperor of Russia (1721) 

3- First Opium War between China and Britain begins. (1839) 

3- Clarence Birdseye marketed frozen peas (1952) 

4- Abraham Lincoln married Mary Todd (1842) 

6- Abraham Lincoln elected President of the United States (1860) 

7- Cartoonist Thomas Nast depicts Republican party as an elephant in a cartoon in Harper's Weekly. (1874) 

8- Montana became the 41st State (1889) 

8- President Franklin D. Roosevelt forms the Civil Works Administration to help create jobs for millions of workers unemployed during the Great Depression. (1933) 

9- Giant Pandas are discovered in China (1927) 

10- Direct dial telephone service is first available coast to coast. (1951) 

10- Sesame Street premiered on PBS television (1969) 

10- The Edmund Fitzgerald and it's entire crew is lost during a storm on Lake Superior. (1975) 

11- Forty one Pilgrims aborad the Mayflower sign a compact calling for a "body Politick" just off the Massachuseets coast. (1620) 

12- The space shuttle Columbia was launched for the 2nd time. This was the first time a space vehicle was used more than once. (1981) 

13- The Holland Tunnel under the Hudson River opens to the public, connecting New York City and New Jersey. (1927) 

13- The minimum draft age was lowered from 21 to 18 (1942) 

14- The first streetcar went into operation (1832) 

14- Yale University goes Co-ed. (1968) 

15- The Continental Congress approves the Articles of Confederation. (1777) 

19- Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address. (1863) 

20- Ford quit making the unpopular Edsel (1959) 

23- A patent is issued for the horseshoe manufacturing machine. (1835) 

24- Charles Darwin publishes his theory on evolution "On the Origin of the Species", sparking great controversy. (1859) 

26- The first lion was exhibited in America (1716) 

28- The "Grande Ole Opry "debuts on radio. (1925) 

30- The United Stated and Great Britain sign a peace treaty in Paris, formally ending the Revolutionary War. (1782)
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Computer Sick?

Call me QUICK! Upgrades- software & hardware installation – wireless & wired networks - complete systems built. Affordable and very experienced! Reside in Mountain Cove. Call Dustin for your computer needs – (626) 815-0877

Jewelry Show

The Shop-N-Go Jewelry Show at the Mountain Cove Lodge will be held Sunday, December 7th from 10am to 2pm. Give the perfect gift for the holidays. Reasonable prices and lots of fun. Don’t be left out!

Let Cinderella sparkle your Castle!

Can do weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly. Reasonable rates & references available upon request. We live in Mountain Cove! Contact Dianne at (626) 815-0877.

Rivas Cleaning Service

Rogelia Rivas, Owner and operator of this fine housekeeping service has more than 20 years of experience in cleaning homes. She offers free estimates, and references are available. Contact Rogelia at  (626) 334-7594 or (626) 232-5933 or visit her at 16 Sandstone Way, Mountain Cove.

Aerial Photo of Mt. Cove

Think an aerial photo taken of our neighborhood in the midst of a 3 mile square look nice on your library wall? The aerial photograph could be inspirational when one is planning hikes in the immediate area. Stewart Geotechnologies provides aerial photos. These photos are very attractive and a sample can be found at the Trader Joe's in San Dimas. The cost for a shot would not be economical for a single family but would be feasible if several residences went in on it.  I have been quoted $600.00 for a shot with the negative. The enlargement would be additional. If you interested in finding out more, contact Steve Maloney of 14 Sagebrush Way at smaloney64@msn.com.

Name a Star

Name a Real Star for someone special at Star Deed. It’s the gift that lasts beyond a lifetime! Great for the holidays! Visit www.stardeed.com today!


