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Red Mound Ants
Formica species

Description Worker 1/8-1/2" (3-12 mm). Rusty red to brownish black or black. "Waist" (pedicel) between thorax and abdomen 1-segmented.

Warning These ants have strong biting jaws, they also smear the bitten area with formic acid which increases the degree of irritation they cause.

Food Honeydew from aphids, nectar from flowers, and other insects.

Life Cycle Nests are often constructed close to small trees and shrubs. Entranceways are littered with pine needles, leaf fragments, and bits of stems. Queen tends 1st brood, then female workers care for eggs and young, feeding queen regurgitated food.

Habitat Wooded slopes at high elevations.

Range Utah and Nevada to mountains of California, north to British Columbia and Alberta.

Discussion Workers often stay near aphids or transport them to more convenient sites, where honeydew can be collected repeatedly. The Allegheny Mound Ant (F. exsectoides), same size, is rusty red on its head and thorax, blackish brown on the legs and abdomen. It occurs throughout the eastern United States and adjacent areas of Canada, west to Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico.
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ALW Water “Customer Charge”
by Lester Kau
According to the Azusa Light and Water Utility Board, there are 122 homes in Mountain Cove that are paying, or should be paying, higher rates for a blanket “Customer Charge”. That comes out to approximately a third of the homes. 

[image: image1.wmf]The higher rates are supposed to be charged to any home or business that has a 2” water main. According to the board, the fire department required 2” water mains on homes whose garages are 600 or more square feet. The cost of the water main is approximately $125. Homes with garages that are less than 600 square feet have a 1” water main. The water department stated that they need to charge more in order to make sure that the system could handle the water pressure needed for the sprinkler systems in our homes. When the customer charge rates were created, there were no homes in Azusa that had 2” water mains. The utility board, which consists of the same people that are on the city council, has the ability to change what and how rates are charged. Before considering changing how fees are charged, the board is going to consult Michael Battaglia and the fire department to determine if the 2” mains are really necessary on our homes. 

Neighbors expressed frustration that the fees were too high and claimed that they are unfair.

When stating that some of the homes with the same size garage are being charged the higher fee and some are not, an employee who handles the billing said that was not possible. However, they did say that they would look into it.  

Another meeting about this issue will be held in the Mountain Cove Lodge at 7pm on October 23rd. I’m sorry to say that only 7 Mountain Cove homeowners showed up at the meeting. We really needed more support than that, so hopefully more residents will attend the next meeting in the near future.
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Editorial
What COULD have Been…
First off, I want to thank Mercedes Cortez for putting together the Monrovia Nursery meeting at the Lodge. It was very informative, and the project shows much promise for Azusa.

However, I feel that better use could be made of the southern part of the development which is known as the Promenade District. When I heard there was going to be a Promenade, I thought there would be dozens of stores where folks would be able to stroll and enjoy a true shopping experience. I imagined a health food store, day spa, gym, fine restaurants, meeting friends arriving on the local Gold Line, chic art galleries, gift stores, a florist, clothing stores, fine cookware shops, a chocolatier, art supply store, fine linens, a bath store, bike shop, gourmet foods, an independent theater, bookstore, pet bakery, farmer's market… I could go on. Many Azusans would like to invest in businesses like this; high end companies that draw visitors from both inside and outside our fair city, freeway close and right on the Gold Line. Like many of you, I export myself to locales such as Old Town Pasadena, Monrovia, Glendora or 3rd Street Promenade when I want a shopping & dining experience. And my tax dollars go with me.
But alas! We were told at the meeting that they would not have many stores because some were concerned that the Promenade would compete with the Foothill Center. I think that this is preposterous and wrong minded. Most cities have numerous shopping centers and the more quality shops and entertainment we have, the more reasons people will have to visit Azusa. We need a REAL promenade to compete with other cities, turning Azusa into a destination and bringing us into the 21st Century.
M.W. Martin,

Editor-in-Chief
editor@mtncove.com
www.mtncove.com
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October Meetings At The Lodge

October 6th: Annual HOA Meeting. 6pm

This is the second annual meeting in the history of Mountain Cove. The next HOA meeting after this one will be on November 3rd.

October 23rd: Utility Bills, 7pm

This meeting will discuss the utility bills customer charges. Some board members of the Azusa Light and Water Utility will be presenting the information. 

October 23rd: River Enhancement Project, 8pm

Please make sure to attend so that you can find out what the plans are and how they may affect our community. 

Other “Must Attend” Meetings

October 28th. Azusa Schools Superintendent’s Forum, 7pm, meeting at Mark & Barbara Dickerson’s Home on 12 Whispering Willow.

Here is your chance to speak up, ask questions, and find out what the Azusa Unified School District is doing to improve the schools. As one of our most prominent residents, Linda de la Torre, in Mountain Cove has stated:

“Education is everyone’s business. The overall performance and reputation of the local public school system has a direct impact on property values...We need to insure that our school district is not only providing the highest quality public education possible for ALL students but that is also interested in providing continual improvement and long term success.”

Please contact Linda de la Torre at (626) 969-2014 or email her at hrtorre@yahoo.com for more information. See you there!
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Golden Days are Back!

by Mercedes Cortez

This month marks the return of one of my favorite events, Golden Days! Golden Days is a weeklong celebration that has been taking place in the City of Azusa for over 50 years.  The theme this year is Azusa, Though a Childs Eyes and we have exciting news, we will be having a mouse in the house, yes that’s right we have the worlds most famous mouse as our Grand Marshall, Mickey Mouse himself will be leading our parade at 11:00 am on October 11th so be sure you are there to give him a big Azusa Hello! But I am getting a little excited as should start with how the week begins. OK, it’s a little longer than a week but with so much to celebrate!
Friday, October 3rd is a Steak Dinner and Dance at The Woman’s Club sponsored by Helping Hands and held at the Woman’s Club. Tickets are only $15.00 each.
Sunday, October 5th starts off with a 5K run for adults and a 2K run for children. The race starts at 7:00 am at the Senior Center. Fee is $10.00 for pre-registration and $15.00 if you wait to register the day of the event.
Sunday, October 5th is the Free Family Fun Festival and Free Health Fair at Veterans Park behind the City Library. Be sure to bring the kids!

Monday, October 6th is A Tribute to Leo Nassar, a luncheon to be held at the Woman’s Club in honor of Mr. Nassar. Mr. Leo Nassar also known as Mr. Azusa has been a fixture in the community for many 
years and has just recently retired. He was instrumental in getting the Miss Azusa franchise started, was a past president of the Azusa Chamber of Commerce and was one of the founders of Golden Days. It is easy to see why he is known as Mr. Azusa. Tickets for this special event are available by contacting Tina Craven at 812-5239.

The newest event and the one closest to my heart is Taste of the Town on Tuesday, October 7th from 5:00 until 8:00 in the evening at Azusa Pacific University. Sponsored by APU and our chamber you are sure to get more than your fill of great food. As of this writing we have over 20 restaurants signed up, including Roberto’s, Cold Stone
	Creamery, Aldolinos, Nana’s Ice Creamery, Aldolinos, Taco Nazo, Sir Walter’s Candy, EL Inka House, Café Balzac, Chow Mein House, Siam House, Rancho los Maguelles, Chicken Itza, Frisella’s Roastery, Taco King and Dalia’s Pizza. You will receive 2 ample samples of their specialties for only $15.00 a person. May I suggest you buy tickets and treat your employees, great for employee moral and it is tax deductible?
On Wednesday, October 8th the eating continues with a Great Tamale Dinner sponsored by and held at the Woman’s Club, busy place this week!
Thursday, October 9th brings out all the bingo players to the Senior Center for Bingo sponsored by Helping Hands.
On Friday, October 10th and running through the weekend is the carnival at Memorial Park. On Sunday evening, October 12th the Golden days Committee will be raffling off 2 round trip tickets to London England on Virgin Airlines, see any golden days representative for tickets. They are $5.00 a piece or 5 for $20.00. 
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On Saturday, October 11th the Elks start at 6:00 am with feeding everyone a Pancake Breakfast for only $4.00 per adult and $3.00 per little mouseketeer. Then it is off to The Parade at 11:00 am. The chamber has a float carrying all the coloring contest winners so give them a big cheer as they pass. We also have a Great Car Show at Memorial Park and A Deacons Fiesta later that night at the Parish hall. Please support your community and attend our Taste of the Town event and  as many of the events during golden days that you can  please call Rosie at the Chamber office at (626) 334-1507 for tickets to Taste of the Town or (626) 812-5280 for information on any other event.
Mountain Passes

Mountain Cove residents should issue MC traffic passes to visiting guests on Labor Day, Memorial Day and the Fourth of July (providing it falls on a weekend). This will alleviate problems getting to the community when Sierra Madre is closed to the public on these holidays.
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October
This Day in History…

1- Walt Disney World opened in Orlando, Florida (1971) 

2- Peanuts comic strip by Charles Schultz first appeared in newspapers (1950) 

3- Frank Robinson becomes major leagues baseball's first black manager for the Cleveland Indians. (1974) 

5- The World Series was broadcast on radio for the first time (1921) 

6- Thomas Edison showed the 1st motion picture (1889) 

9- The general public was first admitted into the Washington Monument. 

11- Space Shuttle Challenger astronaut Kathryn Sullivan became the first American woman to walk in space. (1984) 

14- Martin Luther King Jr was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (1964) 

15- "I Love Lucy" premiered on television. (1951) 

U.S. Department of Transportation was created (1966) 

16- Marie Antoinette was guillotined for treason. (1793) 

16- Cuban Missile crisis begins. (1962) 

17- Mobster Al Capone was convicted of income tax evasion. (1931) 

19- The Senate passed a bill making Martin Luther King's Birthday a national holiday. (1983) 

19- The Revolutionary War ended. (1781) 

21- Thomas Edison invented the incandescent electric lamp. (1879) 

23- 25,000 women marched gin New York City demanding the right to vote. (1915) 

24- The United Nations came into existence. (1945) 

24- Anna Edison Taylor is the first person to survive going over Niagara Falls in a barrel. (1901) 

26- The Erie Canal opened. (1825) 

27- President Theodore Roosevelt's birthday. (1858) The "Teddy bear" was named after him. 

28- France presented the U.S. with the statute of Liberty. (1886) 

28- The Gateway Arch in St. Louis is completed. (1965) 

29- The New York Stock Exchange crashed on what came to be known as "Black Tuesday", starting the Great Depression (1929) 

31- Magician Harry Houdini dies from complications of a ruptured appendix. (1926) 

31- Indian Prime Minister Indira Ghandi was assassinated. (1984)

	[image: image10.wmf]Bulletin Board
Important – Last Minute News!

Linda de la Torre attended a recent meeting with the Azusa Police Department regarding traffic problems along Sierra Madre, heading up to Mountain Cove. I have posted her comments on the Mountain Cove website at www.mtncove.com. Please check the site for more details which were included in her excellent and informative email message. Since I received the message on the 2nd, I didn’t have time to rearrange the Mountain Times, so I will post this late breaking news on the web site.

Rivas Cleaning Service
Rogelia Rivas, Owner and operator of this fine housekeeping service has more than 20 years of experience in cleaning homes. She offers free estimates, and references are available. Contact Rogelia at  (626) 334-7594 or (626) 232-5933 or visit her at 16 Sandstone Way, Mountain Cove.
Name a Star

Name a Real Star for someone special at Star Deed. It’s the gift that lasts beyond a lifetime! Visit www.stardeed.com today!
Congratulations Bride!

Young Bride Mallon of Turning Leaf has just qualified for Open Championship in Irish Folk Dance. This November, she will be competing in the Western Region United States Championships. Bride is expected to place in the top 3, but we won’t be surprised if she gets 1st place. Good luck Bride!
Going, Going, Gone!

The last of the Copperwoods, Mountain Cove’s Largest home neighborhood, has completely sold out. Mountain Cove started selling in January of 2002. The Copperwoods Office is expected to close sometime in December, after all homeowner escrows have closed. 
Advertise Here…

For just $10 a month, we’ll be happy to run a business add or coupon in our pages. The money is used to help defray the costs of the Mountain Times newsletter and www.mtncove.com. Thank you!



